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Cause and Effect

1. God built the cosmos as an ancient King would build a _____________ 
… He planned to dwell in it. He *rested* in it as a king would rest upon a 
throne or altar.

“However, the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands. As the prophet says:
“‘Heaven is my throne,
    and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me?
says the Lord.
    Or where will my resting place be?
Has not my hand made all these things?’

-Acts 7:48-50

By wisdom a house is built,
and by understanding it is established;
by knowledge the rooms are filled
with all precious and pleasant riches.  

-Proverbs 24:3-4

The biblical authors saw the world as a ___________ and the Universe as 
‘the outside’. This building is where humans were made to live, work, and 
worship the LORD God.

The LORD by wisdom founded the earth;
by understanding he established the heavens;
by his knowledge the deeps broke open,
and the clouds drop down the dew.  

-Proverbs 3:19-20



Verbs like “founded” and “established” are architectural terms. Even the New 
Testament retains language of “the foundation of the world” (Matt. 13:35; Luke 
11:50; John 17:24; Eph. 1:4; Heb. 9:26), though some modern translations like 
the NIV treat this as a dead metaphor and render it as “the creation of the 
world.” But the metaphor was very much alive in the Old Testament!

When God questions Job, his description of creation draws on architectural imagery.
Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?  

-Job 38:4-7

Although this ancient picture of the world as a building may seem strange to 
modern people—aware as we are of the vast expanses of space—it conveys an 
important theological truth that is directly relevant to our contemporary scientific 
understanding of the universe.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+13%3A35&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A50&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A50&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+1%3A4&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.+9%3A26&version=NRSV


The Bible follows ancient Near Eastern convention in understanding the world as 
God’s “house,” that is, as a cosmic sanctuary, a temple for God to inhabit, with 
heaven corresponding to the Holy of Holies, where God’s presence is 
concentrated.

NOTE: 
The Bible does NOT 

suggest that the earth is 
physically flat. We are not 
arguing over the physical 

nature, but rather how 
the Biblical authors 

understood HOW God 
related to them.  

 
All of this language is 

imagery or poetic.
The Cosmos of Cosmas (Sixth Century)



2. God built the cosmos with __________ and _______________ in mind. It 
was not chaotic.

 “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints”
-1 Corinthians 14:33

3. God crowned the creation with his masterpiece… _______________.

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,
    I know that full well.

-Psalm 139:14

…What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?
You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. 
You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:
all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea,
all that swim the paths of the seas. 

-Psalm 8:4-8
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